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Average Weekly Income Macq Fields: $700-$799
Sydney: $1000-$1199

Weekly Income Macquarie Fields vs Greater Sydney
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% Public Housing:
Greater Sydney 5.3%
Macquarie Fields 29%
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Boredom

And that comes back to a major problem [that’s]... been my little
goat for a while, the infrastructure for the children of the area and
the teenagers there’s none, not a thing. Doesn’t matter whether your
In the private or your In the housing, It does not matter, our kids
have got nowhere to go. OK they have a blue light disco once a
month, that’s fine but that’s it. Most of us here have Kids that are
going to be teenagers shortly... now they’ve got nothing, absolutely
nothing.

Female: My boys home now, I left him in bed, he hasn’t been up,
there’s just nothing to do. I’m not getting up, that’s his attitude.

ML: How old is he?
Female: 16...[ ]

Male: There’s no escape at all, not at all for them.
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Public Transport

Male 1: It’s more expensive in this area...

Male 2: It’s getting your family out and then back home, on an
average, if we take our family out for the day its up to $20 just in
fares, If we’ve got to catch a bus or whatever from the other end.

Female 1: Well its $8 each way, that’s just from the bus...
Female 2: It costs me $5 ...to Campbelltown on a bus one way...[

]

Female 1: Sometimes you wait for the bus for 2 hours, or an hour
or so, In the sun.

Female 1: We don’t have many sheltered bus stops.

Male 2: Because it comes back to the kids have got nothing else to
do so they wreck them.
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The 1970°s

Smaller scale estates of mixed cottages and town houses located
In Macquarie Fields, Minto, Claymore and Airds

The 1980’s

Housing priorities re-focussed away from just public housing as
‘blue collar workers’ housing to housing those most in need

Nuclear working-class family no longer typical applicants.
Growing numbers of single people, including sole parents, the

homeless, older people, people with disabilities applying for
public housing...

The 1990’s

The Neighbourhood Improvement Program (later renamed
Community

Renewal/ Regeneration) commences

The targeting of housing assistance to those in priority need
Increases In response to continued reduction in Federal funding...
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Services

Female: Take the Shopping Centre, we had four banks, two
butchers, greengrocers, sewing shops, we could always go and buy
anything we wanted. Then they sold it and they built that
monstrosity out there where they play football, and that’s where
the money went, and now we’ve got nothing, we don’t even have
a bank. If you want to do any proper banking you’ve got to go all
the way to Ingleburn.

Female: How many phone boxes are left on the estate?
Male: One, one.
Female: Yeah we’ve got no public phones.
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Community Renewal /
Regeneration
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ML.: So that process had made quite a big difference?

Male: Oh big difference since we’ve been in the area. All the walkways
have gone which is better because its taken the broken glass out and the
hooligans in them.

Female: (there used to be) the police chases of a night.

Paul: Your sleepin' that far away (opens arms) from the old walkways and
you’d have a bike come flying past.

ML: Flying up the walkways and things?

Female: They used escape from the police through the laneways. Now
they can’t.

Male 1: And how do I look at my front yard? Through the kitchen
window. And how do | get into the house through the laundry. That’s
what you get, they couldn’t pick up the houses and turn them around
that was physically impossible.

Male 2: What happened is they had funding and as they got around, they
started at the bottom of the hill, and as they got around they ran out of
money so it gradually got less and less.




Education

Female 1. Then they get their drop kick little teachers straight out of University who don’t know
what they’re doing and they’ve got to come here because...

Female 2: They’ve got come here because that’s where they’ve been placed...
Female 1: We get em fresh out of University.
Female 2: Shhh, they’re University people we’re talking to...

Male. And these kids that actually don’t attend school because their parents just don’t care whether
they go or not, it has to be dealt with, its an issue, now these kids are going to be unemployed,
they’re going to be roaming the streets, they’re gunna steal cars, its just not appropriate...

Female: Yeah, the education, I think they need to concentrate on these kids that just roam the
streets. There’s just too many kids not attending school, now whether they’ve been expelled,
suspended whatever its not good enough. Putting them on the streets is causing a hell of a lot [of
problems]...

Female: My daughter’s in year 10, she’s going on but there’s only about, out of 90 of the kids down
there there’s only about 30 that are going on, the others can’t wait to get on the dole. You know
there’s just no ambition and a lot of that is because they’re sort of, mum and dad are doing the same
old thing so they do the same old thing, and yeah they’re stuck in the area, they’re not getting out
and seeing the world sort of thing. Even when a couple of the girls will say we’ll go to the movies,
it’s a really big thing for these kids to got to the movies...
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The Police

Female: that’s another thing the break and enterings around the suburb, you complain to the police and they’ll tell you take
‘em down the bush and bash ‘em yourself.

ML.: Right, so there’s no support from the Police?
Male: They can’t do nothin’ cause they’re underage.
Female: And the kids know it.

Female: People are speed demons, there’s speed limits all round here but the police don’t worry about them.

Female 1: We have actually got a start and finish line up on Eucalyptus for the drag races to go around Eucalyptus.

Female 2: This corner here, I’m surprised since we’ve been sitting here we haven’t had a real example because this was my
office, everyday you’d see a near miss or something, and you’d see the kids screaming round the corners.

Female 1; That’s like the house next door to me got broken into and I rang up, | said “look they’re still in the house”, and he
says yeah we’ll be there, they come 6 hours later, and | said to them “you didn’t expect them to still be there?”

Female 2: They were having a sleep and a barbie.

Female 1: He goes well what did you do? | said what did you want me to do go and make a house arrest? They’re simple.
ML: And does that worry you that they are so slow to....

Female 2: They don’t care, they don’t care.

Service provider: But certainly that perception of, you know if something hairy happens your pretty much on your own, in
terms of not having court support or police support is pretty widespread, and in some respects not unjustified. I mean some
of the response times and some of the stories | hear about how people have been treated when police do turn up...
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Community Violence

Service Provider: | find especially with slightly older
children. They have a tendency to intimidate the younger
children...standover tactics, sort of 10 and 11 year olds, it
can be quite scary when you think they’re doing it at 10 or
11 what are they going to be like in a couple of years time.
There’s no respect for anybody or any property...
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Domestic and family
Violence

Service Provider: There’s a lot of dialogue around here at... women’s groups
about the ineffectiveness of the court system or the policing system to defend
women against domestic violence. Some people seem to indicate that they think
Its just because Macquarie Fields Police are slightly useless. | have to say from
my own background, my observation is there’s actually a systemic flaw rather
than a particular group of Police who don’t give a rats. AVO’s largely do not
create levels of safety that they could, they’re very hard to enforce.

Service provider: My view would be that people were disturbingly well aware of
the dynamics of domestic violence either from their own experience or the
experience of their extended families. So its almost, normalised might be too
strong a term, but its like Oh yeah that’s happened and that’s something that
happens.

Service Provider: | think its [domestic violence] so entrenched that, not that its
overlooked but again it just becomes part of the status quo, which is wrong but its
probably one of many issues that families are dealing with in this area.
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Conclusion

4/19/2005




Thank You!
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