Housing news

Welcome to Gnome City
Did you know garden
gnomes bring good luck?

What’s going on at
Common Ground?
Camperdown Event
Working Group

Back in the old days gnomes were
regarded as good luck charms and would
often be found living in the rafters of
barns where they would help watch
over livestock. They also have a life
expectancy of 400 years!
Meet Anthony and Cindy and their
passion for gardening. Anthony aged 76
is a passionate South Sydney Rabbitohs
fan. His wife aged 64, may not be as
passionate about rugby league but
is passionate about the garden and
supporting her hubby. Their favourite
plants are the ones that attract birds,
especially native plants. Set amongst
this beautiful garden you can find
Gnome City with a display of all shapes
and sizes.

Winter
2019

Proud gardeners
Do you have a garden you are proud
of and would like to show off?
Watch out for details in your community
notice boards about our garden
competition that we will be holding
across NSW. Big, small, indoor, outdoor,
balcony, city, country. We want to see
your green thumb at work!

Have you signed up to attend an
upcoming event or outing? Want
to be involved in the planning of
future events? Join the Event
Working Group on the roof top
garden and help organise a trip
out. So far the group have had fun
adventures to Manly, Botanical
Gardens and a trip to the Blue
Mountains is in the works.
‘The working group is a fun,
productive way to get involved
with the planning of events
for our Common Ground
Community.’ (Dirou)
Possum specifically enjoyed
having a picnic lunch and time in
the sunshine with fresh air and
seeing some sights in Sydney.
‘It’s a great way to connect
with other residents and have
a relaxing time outside Common
Ground.’ (Possum)

The Staples Bag

Snow White would be proud

Contact us

A joyous garden

Mission Australia Housing hotline: 1800 269 672
Level 2, 81 Flushcombe Road, Blacktown NSW 2148
missionaustralia.com.au/housing

The affordable grocery store is
close to opening! Lena, Possum
and Andrew have been busy
helping to get the old exercise
room cleaned out and shelves
installed so Settlement Services
International can move in and
deliver affordable groceries
to you. Opening hours will be
Wednesday 10:30am - 3:30pm.

Out and about in Manly

Meet our growing team
Please join Mission Australia
Housing in welcoming
Josephine Wirihana to the
Housing Officer Team.
Josephine has been working with us
as a temporary member for a
number of months in Blacktown
and overseeing our Blue Mountains
portfolio where she has been well
received by residents. And don’t ask
who she barracks for in rugby, ‘the
All Blacks, of course!’

Jo

We also welcome Owen Brown to
the Assets Team. Owen has stepped
in to the role of Project Manager –
Assets and will be based in National
Office with a couple days per week
in the Blacktown office. Owen has
over 22 years’ experience in the
building and construction industry
including commercial building,
interior fit outs and project delivery.
Owen is a mad Manly Sea Eagles fan,
is a powerlifter and loves his food!

Owen

From our Executive

The winter chills have finally hit NSW
and with it, the flu! With flu rates
already reported as 3 times higher
this year in comparison to last year,
it is important to remember to book
your flu vaccination with your local
GP or even through some chemists.
Australians are now eligible for a free
flu vaccination including all Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people aged
six months or older, adults aged 65
and over, adults and children (aged six
months and over) with certain medical
conditions and pregnant women.
It is also at this time of year that
devastating reports of house fires
caused by faulty or misused heating
appliances appear in the media. Your

safety is very important to us so I urge
you to read through our Fire Safety
Brochure. If you don’t have a copy or
can’t find it, please contact your
Housing Officer on 1800 269 672 to
arrange for the Fire Safety Brochure
to be posted to you. It can also be
downloaded from our website: www.
missionaustralia.com.au/housing
It is fantastic to see the great benefits
of local community services working
together at Common Ground in
Camperdown. I really look forward to
seeing the opening of the affordable
grocery store, Staples Bag in the
coming months in partnership with
Settlement Services International.
Take care and keep warm in the coming
winter months.
Best wishes,

Chris Bratchford
Executive, Mission Australia Housing

Did you know?
If a fire starts in your home you
may have as little as 2 minutes
to escape.
Heaters are essential for our cold
winter climate in Australia. However,
many home fires are started by poorly
maintained heaters, as well as faulty
stoves and kitchen appliances.
Make sure;
•

Heaters are at least 1 metre away
from furniture, curtains and
blinds, etc.

•

Heaters are clean and working
properly.

•

You turn portable heaters off
when you leave the room or go
to sleep.

•

You replace your electric blankets
every few years as the wires often
fray and remember to always turn
them off before falling asleep.

•

Never use any outdoor
heaters inside.

During a fire, early warning from
a working smoke alarm plus a fire
escape plan that has been practiced
regularly can save lives!

Be prepared!
What should you
do in the event of a
major storm, flood or
emergency in your area?
Check out the State Emergency
Service (SES) website, where
you can search your suburb/post
code to find out information on
any storms, floods or emergency
events when they are happening
in your area. This is a great way
to be aware of any risks and
what actions to take.
You can find out more here:
www.ses.nsw.gov.au/getinvolved/get-ready-nsw/
www.ses.nsw.gov.au/yourlocal-risk/

Window and
balcony safety
Each year, around 50 children fall from
windows or balconies in Australia. Many
suffer serious injuries. Sometimes these
falls are fatal.
The locks on your window allow it to
be fully opened, fully closed and also
locked with an opening of 12.5cm.
When children are in your property,
either living or visiting, it is advised
that window locks are used at all times
to prevent falls.
Some other window tips to help keep
you and your children safe:
• Don’t be fooled by fly screens, they
are designed to keep insects out,
not your kids in. They are simply not
strong enough.

• Window safety devices on all
above ground floor windows within
a child’s reach. When the safety
device is engaged, it must stop the
window opening more than 12.5cm.
• Keep furniture away from windows
and the edge of balconies to
prevent children climbing up and
falling off. Beware of light furniture
that children can move around.
For more information please
contact Natalie Curran, Asset
Manager on 1800 269 672.

When the impossible becomes possible
No one likes debt hanging over their
head but sometimes it’s just too hard
to know where to start.
Over the past few months our
Partnerships and Support
Co-ordinator and Senior Housing
Officer have been working tirelessly
with a family in Greater Western
Sydney who have been struggling with
financial hardship and who were at
risk of losing their tenancy due to their

rental arrears. With about 4 months of
rent owing Mission Australia Housing
worked with the family and other
local community services to help put
a payment plan in place so they could
clear their debt.
Today, as a result of their continued
efforts to improve their situation this
family have successfully managed to
pay off their rent debt and continue to
enjoy their home debt free!

Thanks Wattyl Paints
As part of their corporate volunteering
program Wattyl Paints recently
spruced up Hythe St complex giving the
two ground floor common areas a lick
of paint and painting a feature wall on
the roof top!
Staff from Wattyl Paints said they had,

‘a great day and are keen to
come back each year to do a
corporate volunteering day!’
And a special thank you to Teena in
the Assets Team for coordinating
this whole day.

If you feel like you are falling
behind on rent payments call
Rachel Reid, our Partnerships
and Support Coordinator on
1800 269 672 or speak with
your Housing Officer to find
out more.

Save
the date!
The Mission Australia
Family Festival

Humitas En Chala:
A dish from Chile

Will be held on 1 October at a venue
near you. Stay tuned!

Blue Mountains
Working together with Bunnings
we are currently planning a garden
beautification program at some
complexes. This will be rolled out
gradually to other areas over the next
12 - 24 months.

A taste of Chile from one of our
loyal GWS Tenant Action Group
members, Carlos!

Method:

Ingredients:

NAIDOC Week 2019,
7 - 14 July

•
•

3. Fry onions and capsicum in oil of
choice as you add salt, pepper and taco
season spice

This year is being celebrated with
a large expo at Jamison Park on
Friday 12 July from 9am-3pm with
approximately 100 stalls, including
local services and local cuisine.
Check out your noticeboards in your
complexes for more information on
these events and much more!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1x whole red Spanish onion
2x corn whole leafed cobs
or 2 cans of corn
1x red capsicum
Half a pumpkin or half butternut
pumpkin
1 ½ cup of milk
2 or 3 tablespoons brown sugar
Grated cheese, your choice
Oil, your choice
Rice or fajita, your choice
Salt, pepper and taco season spice

1. Grate the pumpkin and corn
2. Chop the capsicum and onions

4. Once onions are brown, add pumpkin
and corn
5. Slowly, stir in milk and grated
cheese
6. Adjust spice and flavour to your
liking

Enjoy with some rice or serve
on a delicious fajita!

Rachel Reid:
Partnerships and Support Co-ordinator
Rachel has just been celebrated for
completing 10 years of working with
Mission Australia Housing.

role because it allows Mission Australia
Housing to provide more assistance
to residents.

Here are a few fun facts about Rachel.

If you weren’t in this industry, what
would you be doing? Nurse

Favourite colour? Green
Favourite holiday ever? Greek Islands
Favourite food? Pizza (fresh and hot)
Favourite NRL team? Canberra Raiders
Favourite celebrity? Scarlett Johansson
Why working this long at Mission
Australia Housing? The people.
They are all worth it.
Most memorable moment in the last
10 years? The introduction of my new

Two words people usually use to
describe you? Compassionate and Loud
What stands out for you the most over
the past 10 years? Watching Mission
Australia Housing grow. When I started
we had 16 properties and a handful of
staff. The growth in 10 years has been
huge and I feel extremely lucky to be a
part of the journey.
Rachel

Have your say at the Resident Forum

Robyn from the TAG in action

The Resident Forum is back
and will be hosted this year
on 30 July 2019, from 10am12 noon with lunch from
12:15pm-1pm. It will be held
at the Mount Druitt Hub.
This year we will talk about

‘collaboration’ and ‘working
together.’ A variety of Mission
Australia Housing staff from
the Blacktown office will be
available to talk to. We are
really looking forward to
hearing your concerns but also

setting up project working
groups to tackle some of the
bigger community challenges.
See your complex notice
boards for more information
or contact Kudzi on
1800 269 672.
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