Housing news

From our Executive
families. It is a privilege for us to work
with such a range of talented and
committed people.

Welcome to our first
edition of the Tenant
Newsletter for 2017!
I hope you all had an
enjoyable and restful
Christmas and New Year
with family and friends.
It has been a really exciting start to
the New Year in Clarence Plains. Firstly
with our move in to our new office
space, which has allowed us to free up
a much needed home, followed by our
four year anniversary working with the
Clarence Plains community.
Over the past four years 4 years we
have discovered a strong and resilient
community who are passionate about
showcasing what is great about
Clarence Plains and passionate about
creating the best future for their

In particular, I would like to
acknowledge the work of our Resident
Steering Committee who has
consistently provided wise counsel for
us – and we thank past and present
members for their commitment to
what we are trying to achieve for
Clarence Plains.
I would also like to commend the
work of local tenant Marie Crick who
is committed to improving safety in
Clarence Plains. About a year ago
Marie saw a need to get bike helmets
into the hands of kids who may not
be able to afford one, and so began
the Clarence Plains Bike Helmet
program. If, like Marie, you have an
idea for a small community project,
please call Steve to have a chat – your
idea may be the next one that makes
a difference to the Clarence Plains
community.
Wishing you all a safe and
relaxing Easter.

Chris Bratchford
Executive,
Mission Australia Housing
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Look for
the gift
The disappointments of
life can cause you to see
nothing but negativity in
your future. You experience
hopelessness, see yourself
as unworthy, complain about
the unfairness of life and say
that nothing you do will make
a difference.
But you have a choice to
change those difficulties into
opportunities. I encourage
you today to look for the
gift in those situations that
are challenging you. Through
2017, take on an attitude
of positivity and look for
ways that you can learn and
grow. A trouble-free life is
not only rare, but it denies
you the opportunities to test
yourself, see what strength
and perseverance you have,
and denies you opportunities
to shine. Embrace potential
problems as times when
you can look at yourself
honestly and see who the
potential ‘you’ really is.
Embrace and celebrate your
insights and victories.
Live your life to the fullest.
Stephen, your Community
Chaplain, ph. 0476 844 326.

One Community Together’s
Community Table #1
People like you
making a difference
in Clarence Plains
On a sunny Monday in
November, 38 people
gathered – people committed
to making a better future for
Clarence Plains and doing it
together. All had come for One
Community Together’s very
first Community Table. The
issues of the day were drug
dealing, drug use and trail
bike riding in the community.
Why these issues? The
community has consistently
raised concerns about these
issues over many years. Also
these are issues that impact
on the safety of all community
members and so they fit
exactly with the main goal of
One Community Together

– to improve safety in
Clarence Plains.
We asked people to respond
in groups to the following
questions for drug use, drug
dealing and trail bike riding:

About the issue
• What are the good things
about the issue?
• What are the not so good
things about the issue?
• Why are residents worried
to report on record
someone doing the
wrong thing?

What we could
do together
• What could the community
do to tackle the issue if the
police or the council could
not help at all?
• How do you think the police
and the council could help
more?
• How do you think other
services, schools or groups
could help more?
• How can we help people
feel confident about
going on record or publicly
speaking out about what
they see?
And we heard a lot of
great thoughts and
ideas – sometimes
very different to other
views in the room –
but always said with
respect. People really
worked hard to stay
true to the values of
the day and create a
space for community

conversation that was safe,
attractive, welcoming and
passionate about the future.
At the end of each session,
people were able to vote
for the ideas that they were
most passionate about. This
will give the residents and
community partners involved
in One Community Together
a great sense of what to do in
the future.
Well done to all who attended!
Your commitment to your
community will only make
Clarence Plains a safe,
welcoming and attractive
place that is passionate about
its future!
The work continues …
Stay tuned – more to come in
the next newsletter…
If you are interested in
finding out more about the
work of One Community
Together or if you want to get
involved please call Matt on
1800 269 672.

Tips for less
condensation

SPECIAL OFFER:

Condensation appears when
warm moist air like steam
touches a cold surface. When
condensation is about, mould
might follow!
To reduce condensation you
can try to limit the amount
of moist air and steam in
your house.
Here are a few helpful hints …

Produce less moisture
• Cover pots with lids
• Wipe down wet windows
• Dry clothes outside the
house or in the bathroom
but only if you can keep the
bathroom door closed and
the window wide open
• Throw out any mould
damaged items as soon as
you find them
• Use a Moisture Absorber
in rooms that get a lot
of condensation

First fruits!
The first batch of pizzas has
been cooked in the GROW
Community Garden wood
fired oven!
They were made and cooked
by Michael from the GROW
Steering Group. They were
so delicious!
Michael cooked them up to
say thanks to the generous
volunteers from Conservation
Volunteers Australia that
spent 6 month working on
constructing the garden. The

Get a Moisture Absorber to
try out from MAH! We have
40 Moisture Absorbers to
give away – just come in to
our office and say
‘I’m absorbing’ to get
yours now!

Ventilate the house to
remove moisture

How you can clean
mouldy areas?

• On sunny days, open up
windows and doors and
open the curtains too –
mould hates sunlight

The best natural mould
cleaners are vinegar (straight
white vinegar in a spray bottle)
and tea tree oil (1 teaspoon
to 1 cup of water in a spray
bottle). Tea tree oil is a bit
expensive but more effective.
When using vinegar you can
make a paste by mixing it with
baking soda. This can be used
in stubborn areas in bathroom
and showers. Using an old
toothbrush is useful to apply
the paste.

• Use ceiling or wall fans in
bathrooms and kitchens
or open windows to get rid
of steam
• Make sure a window is open
if using a clothes dryer
• Use a fan heater in damp
rooms for a few minutes
each day

(Adapted from a fact sheet by Sustainable
Living Tasmania)

volunteers planted, watered,
weeded, dug and built the
garden for the community. They
have done an amazing job and
the garden is soon to open.
Over the next few months
students from several local
schools will be guided through
the process of cooking in the
traditional outdoor wood fired
oven, and feasting on what they
cook up.
Here’s to lots of wonderful
community pizza nights!

The voice
of the
community
“Since Mission Australia
has taken over the
Clarence Plains area,
many of us feel that we
are given a voice and
listened to, which was
not happening before.
Everyone is given the
right to be involved by
tenant participation,
and can help to have a
positive impact on the
community.”
Shane Hewitt (MAH
Tenant 2013 to 2016
and still actively
making a difference
in Clarence Plains)

Veggie
slice
Ingredients
- 5 eggs
- 1 cup of selfraising flour
- Cayenne pepper
to your taste
- 200g sliced
mushrooms
- Small bunch of
spring onions
chopped
- 1 ½ tablespoons
parsley
- 200g rindless bacon chopped
- 1 cup grated cheese
- ¼ cup oil
- 100g cherry tomatoes halved

3. Then add mushroom, spring
onion, parsley, bacon, cheese
and oil. Stir to combine.
4. Pour into prepared pan and
place tomatoes on top.
5. Bake in oven for 30 minutes
or until cooked through.

Method
1. Beat eggs in a large bowl.
2. Add the flour and cayenne

Staying debt
free next
holiday season

• Start planning a budget
now for next Christmas
(if you put aside just $10
a fortnight for one year you
will have saved $260 for
your Christmas gifts)

We noticed a few tenants
stopped paying rent
at Christmas time.
We understand Christmas
can be an expensive time
of year but it is a requirement
of your lease agreement to
keep your rent payments up
to date – that is, two weeks in
advance. Wouldn’t it be great
if you could keep paying your
rent each Christmas and avoid
going into debt? You can.

• Avoid debt stress – use
things like Centrepay and
direct debt now to stay on
top of your debts and avoid
the temptation to spend

Here are some helpful tips to
avoid the financial burdens of
the holiday season:

pepper and beat until smooth.

Recipe by Josie from Emmanuel
Christian School… thanks Josie!
in advance for the weeks
or fortnights across the
holiday season
All seem too much? If that’s
the case why not try just one
of the above – even doing one
of these things will make a real
difference to your finances.

• Seek financial support
and advice – ask one of our
staff about what is available
to help you stay ahead
• Use concession cards –
for a booklet of discounts
available visit our office
or go to your nearest
Service Tasmania.
• Bulk buy, cook and freeze
meals – plan meals well
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