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Fresh produce at Tollard Drive

Colour the Plains
Each year, One Community Together
holds its annual ‘Community Table’
where community members come
together to talk about issues that
are important to them. Held in
September, this year’s Community
Table theme was Colour the Plains
and community members were
invited along to share their thoughts
about how colour could be added to
the community.
In the lead up to Colour the Plains,
we asked community members
to take a photo of a community
space that used colour well or to
take or find a photo of another
space anywhere in the world
where they used colour well. It was
fantastic to see that 60 photos
were uploaded to Facebook using
#colourtheplains which were
displayed around the room.
Around 30 community members
came along and together we
explored different ways colour
could be added to the community.
There were four tables set up and
each looked at a different space
that could have colour added to it.
One table looked at how people
could add colour to their own
homes, another looked at adding
colour to the Trust Hall (located
near the Rokeby Village Green)

and another talked about how we
colour-up the laneways in Rokeby.
There was also a table which gave
people the opportunity to suggest
other spaces that needed colour
added to them.
Quick ideas are often the best ideas
so everyone spent ten minutes
at each table brainstorming their
bright and brilliant colour ideas!
So, where to from here?
The One Community Together –
Community Spaces Group will get
working on how to bring some of
these ideas to life. This will start
with some smaller projects in the
new year and some bigger projects
for the future. Stay tuned for more
updates.
If you would like to get involved
with any of the up and coming
Colour the Plains projects, contact
Kathryn on 1800 269 672.
Brighten your world

Contact us
Mission Australia Housing hotline: 1800 269 672
20 North Parade, Rokeby TAS 7019
missionaustralia.com.au/housing

Gardening in
your community
Nearly 2 years on and the garden at
54 Tollard Drive Rokeby is blooming –
we catch up with three of the resident
gardeners Jenny, Jade and Clare.
What does having a communal garden
mean to you?
It means sharing. We work out with
others what we’re going to plant and
when we’re going to plant it and then
share the produce when it’s ready.
Gardening is peaceful and makes you
feel happy – a day in the garden is
always a great day.
What’s ready for harvest?
At the moment we have silver beet,
chives, parsley and garlic ready.
We’ve also got some fruit on the go
with rows of raspberries and fruit trees
that will produce apricots, lemons,
apples and green gages.
What are you ready to plant?
We have some pumpkin seedlings to
go in. As well as peas, broad beans,
butter beans, lettuce, tomato, radishes,
carrots and cucumbers.
Any gardening tips you can share?
Ash from a wood burning fire makes a
great free garden fertilizer – don’t put
the ash all the way to the base of the
plant or tree, make sure you leave a gap.
Marigolds are good in the garden as
they bring the bees and the bees keep
bugs like aphids away. Aphids can be
a real pest in the garden – a quick and
cheap way to deal with aphids is to
knock them off your plants with a good
blast of water from the hose.
Check out all the fresh produce
thriving at Tollard Drive community
garden in the above images.

Celebrating local legends
For the 2nd year running,
the One Community Together
Clarence Plains Community
Awards night was held on the
30 November with over 100
people attending the event at the
Emmanuel Performing Arts Centre
in Rokeby.
The Clarence Plains Community
Awards recognises and celebrates
the efforts of everyday people and
business going above and beyond
to achieve amazing things for the
community of Clarence Plains.
Drumroll please....

And the Clarence Plains Community
Award Winners for 2018 are:
Community Award for Business:
Howrah Fresh
Carer of the Year: Tamieka Clarkson
Prime Mover Award: Diedre Ayers
Young Leader Award: Kayne Taylor
Community Volunteer of the Year:
Trish Geard
Outstanding Community Project:
Love in a Lunchbox
Particular congratulations goes to
One Community Together Award
winner – Linda Nicholson. Well done
Linda! The award is well-deserved
recognition of your fantastic service to
the Clarence Plains community!

From our Executive

It is truly amazing that another year
has flown by and yet again, Christmas
is fast approaching!
On reflection, I can say that it has
been a truly exciting year working
with government to increase the much
needed supply of social and affordable
housing across NSW and Tasmania.
We are now looking forward to putting
some of this preparation and planning in
to action in the new year.
To do this, we have been busy recruiting
and training staff so we can provide you,
and future tenants of Mission Australia
Housing, the best possible service you
deserve. I am delighted that we have
also commenced construction of 37
new social and affordable homes in
Clarence Plains.
Thank you to all tenants for taking the
time to work with us over the past year
through tenant meetings and providing
valuable feedback through the Annual
Tenant Survey. We know that we have
not done some things well in the past
and we have areas to improve.

As a part of this journey we have been
working closely with the Resident
Steering Committee (RSC) in Clarence
Plains. I would like to sincerely thank
all RSC members, especially long term
members – Marie Crick and Barb
Stewart – who end their term with
the committee. Their determined
dedication has helped shape who we
will be tomorrow.

Congratulations to all nominees
and winners – you are valued
within the community for all that
you do.
Many thanks to the One
Community Together Life Team
for organising such a fantastic
event and amazing supper.
We would also like to thank
all sponsors for your supportCrime Stoppers, Lions Club of
Clarence Plains, Abundant Life
Church, Grace Church, Mission
Australia Housing, Councillor
Heather Chong and Jacquie
Petrusma MP. This community
celebration could not happen
without your contribution.

Nominations for 2019 will
open early in the New Year
on onecommunitytogether.
org.au so please nominate
a local legend you know and
make sure you come along
next year to celebrate your
Clarence Plains community.

Already festive lights and decorations
are beginning to adorn home windows
and front yards but more importantly,
it is time to celebrate with our loved
ones and friends.
This time of year can be expensive
and exhausting for many of us.
Lending a helping hand, catching up
with people you’ve lost touch with
or providing personalised gifts for
others are just some ways to take the
pressure off and still give something
from the heart.

Thanks for your
dedication Linda!

I look forward to working with you,
your families and your communities
in 2019. Wishing you all a safe and
very happy holiday season from us
all at Mission Australia Housing.
All the best,

Chris Bratchford
Executive, Mission Australia Housing

For all repairs and
maintenance requests
call 1800 269 672

Mission Australia Housing Christmas
closures – TAS office
Don’t forget there are changes
to our office hours over the
Christmas period:
Tenancy and Support Services
will NOT be available from Friday
21st December 2018 (5pm) –
Wednesday 2nd January 2019
(9am).

For any property emergencies over
this time please call the Mission
Australia Housing 24 hour hotline
on 1800 269 672.

Wishing you all a safe and happy
holiday season from all the staff
at Mission Australia Housing.

Christmas reflection

Most people throw away their
Christmas cards once the
festivities are over, which is a bit
like throwing money in the bin.
This year, instead of spending
your money on shop bought
cards you could make something
to give to family and friends that
they will want to keep forever.
You could:

Growing up I’ve always loved
Christmas. The food, family,
fairy-lights and frivolous gifts.

over by about 9am. Sure, we had some
nice gifts, yummy food, but it just
wasn’t the same.

I’ve always had the blessing of a
Christmas day that includes various
family meals. Usually two breakfasts,
a morning tea, a lunch (often a roast
in 35ºC Queensland heat) and then a
dinner to start work on the left-overs.

Thankfully, we received an invite to a
Boxing Day lunch with some friends
and their family. We had a great time
and lunch stretched into dinner as
we shared our stories and Christmas
experiences. This felt much more like
the Christmas I know and love, but
there were no gifts exchanged, no tinsel
to clean up or even Christmas carols by
Michael Buble.

A few years ago, after recently moving
to Tassie, we found ourselves without
any Christmas gatherings, so we
planned to just have Christmas as our
own little family. Well, everything was

Save $ this
Christmas

The very first Christmas is recorded
with a young couple, all alone in a
strange town, with a new baby that
had been born in seemingly shameful
circumstances. But they didn’t remain
alone, it was the kindness of strangers,
prompted by a loving God, that came
and filled their night with joy, peace
and love. I can only imagine how this
experience would have given Mary and
Joseph a renewed hope for themselves
and for their baby Jesus.

•

Use a favourite photo to
make
a personalised card.

•

Involve the kids and draw
or paint pictures on paper
to create special cards or
wrapping paper.

•

Record a video message
on your phone and email to
family and friends.

•

Write a letter to loved ones
instead of sending a card.
This is a great way to tell
someone how much they
mean to you or thank them
for something special they
may have done for you this
year.

Christmas doesn’t have to
blow the budget – many people
appreciate the small things
and personal touch of
a hand made gift.

Will you provide the same
wonderful opportunity this
Christmas to share some time and
maybe a meal with those in our
community who find themselves
alone?
Warmest Christmas greetings
everyone,
Tim
Community Chaplain

Clarence Plains unwrecked
In October we again joined forces with private
landowners and SIMS Metal to remove 80 car
wrecks from the community. Thank you so
much to SIMS for their support!

80+
wrecks removed

Make it personal

Are you or someone you know going to be
trail bike riding this summer?
Do you know about the Tassie 10?
10 simple rules so you can have fun,
keep it legal, keep the community happy
and keep everyone safe!

•

Get permission – to ride on private
property

•

Go the same way – as other riders
when riding in a group

The Tassie 10 riding rules:-

•

Join a club – being part of a club will
make you a better rider

•

And most of all have some
SAFE FUN!!!

•

Jenny’s
signature dish
Steak with creamy
mushroom, paprika sauce
and salad.

•

Check your bike – tyres, brakes,
fuel, oil and water

•

Keep it quiet – check your muffler
and ride at least 500 metres
from houses

•

Never ride alone – ride with
someone who will look out
for you

•

Get licensed, be registered
– don’t ride on the roads
without a licence or on an
unregistered bike

•

Stay out of community
spaces – stay off public
land like parks, footpaths,
schools and sports grounds

Ingredients (serves 4):
•

4 steaks of your choice

•

50g butter

•

200g mushrooms thinly sliced

•

1

•

/4 teaspoon of paprika (or more
or less to taste)

•

salt and pepper to taste

/3 cup of thickened cream

Wear your gear – helmet, boots,
gloves, goggles and body covering
clothing

For more information about clubs
and events near you visit the website
www.mtas.org.au
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For the salad:
•

fresh lettuce leaves

•

sliced cucumber

•

sliced tomatoes

•

sliced mushrooms

•

add fresh parsley or chives

Method:
Heat 30g of butter in a frying pan over
medium-high heat. Cook steaks for
2 to 3 minutes each side for medium or
until cooked to your liking. Transfer to
a plate and cover with foil. Let sit for
5 minutes to re-absorb the juices.
Add remaining 20g of butter and most
of the mushrooms to the pan (keep
some of the mushrooms aside to use
fresh in the salad). Cook, stirring often
until mushrooms are tender. Add
cream and paprika – reduce heat to
medium-low and simmer for 1 minute
or until sauce begins to thicken.
For the salad, tear up the lettuce
leaves, slice the cucumber, tomatoes
and fresh mushrooms and arrange on
the plate, sprinkle chopped parsley or
chives or the herbs on top of the salad.
Add the steak to the plate and top with
the creamy delicious mushroom and
paprika sauce. Enjoy!

Fires in Mission Australia
Housing properties

17

fires over last five years

=$1M
approximately

in damages
to properties

Mission Australia Housing regard
fires as one of the most serious
risks to life and property. Over the
past 5 years we have had 18 fires
in Clarence Plains. This is equal to
more than $1mil. spent on property
damage caused by fires. This costs
our community as it means we have
less money to spend on creating
better homes and undertaking
activities that help you build the
vibrant community you want
Clarence Plains to be.

Tas
Clarence
Plains

The community has encouraged
us to take zero tolerance to those
who intentionally light fires. Help us
stamp out fires in Clarence Plains!
If you have any information that
could prevent a fire or information
about a fire that has occurred
please contact the police, Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or
call us here at Mission Australia
Housing on 1800 269 672.
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