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Free mulch

Hard to Skip 3.0
Hard to Skip is an opportunity for local
residents to have a tidy up around their
homes and put their hard waste and
other household rubbish into free skip
bins. The idea is that a free waste bin
is ‘Hard to Skip’ and so on Friday the
30th of November, Hard to Skip 3.0
was underway.

Vale and Rokeby Neighbourhood
Centres and our third rubbish removal
day was in full swing. Two hours
later, the Clarendon Vale skip bin
was overflowing, a second bin was
delivered, and the clean-up continued.
Your feedback told us the day was
a huge success.

At 9.00am two 15 cubic metre skip
bins were delivered to the Clarendon

In total, all three Hard to Skip days
have removed over 100 cubic metres

of hard waste and rubbish from the
Community – what an amazing effort!
Thanks so much to everyone who gets
involved and to all those who volunteer
their time to help others - Hard to Skip
wouldn’t be a success without you.
We’d love to hear your thoughts
on Hard to Skip 4.0 coming to a
Neighbourhood Centre near you soon!
What would you like to let us know or
suggest about the next Hard to Skip?
Give Kathryn a call on 1800 269 672.

“The skip helped me to clean up my
house, without the skip I wouldn’t
have been able to do this.”
– Phillip Sullivan
“Hard to Skip has been a real benefit to
the community.” – Craig Russell Green
“It was good having the skip,
otherwise I wouldn’t be able to afford
a skip and I look forward to the
next one.” – Patsy Shreeve

Debt!
Who needs it?
Really – who needs it? We’re sure you
don’t if you could help it! Money can be
tight sometimes... we know you

Contact us

don’t want to fall behind in your rent,
electricity bills, rego, etc.
We have people here who can help
connect you with services to support
you through those tough money issues...
and help you plan right now to cover
future Christmas and Back to School
2020 costs.
So get on the phone and give Trish or
Tim a call now, phone 1800 269 672.

Mission Australia Housing hotline: 1800 269 672
20 North Parade, Rokeby TAS 7019
missionaustralia.com.au/housing

And so you don’t fall behind in rent,
check out the handy Rent Statement
flyer that comes with this newsletter.
Your Rent Statement helps you to know
where you are up to with payments and
if you have fallen behind.
If you need a copy of your
rent statement contact us on the
number below.

Free stuff

YAY!

We have a few big piles of mulch on the church grounds
next to the Mission Australia Housing Office at 20 North
Parade, Rokeby so please feel free to come along with
a bag or bucket or ute and help yourself. The mulch is
currently good for general landscaping around trees or paths and, as it breaks
down over winter, it will be good for use in your veggie, herb or flower garden beds.
In the office we also have a basket full of Chux Magic Eraser cleaning blocks,
tubs of Gumption multi-purpose cleanser for bathrooms, kitchens and laundries
and a heap of interior dehumidifiers that help prevent mould, mildew, damp
and condensation. We’ll keep them here at the office for you so just ask next
time you come by.

FREE!

FREE!

From our Executive
Any information that leads to
a conviction may attract a reward of
up to $10,000.

Welcome to the first Tenant
Newsletter for 2019!
The beginning of the year has brought
some extreme weather to Tasmania
with alarming fire conditions and at one
point, almost 50 blazes out of control
across the State.
We have had our own experience
with fire in Clarence Plains, losing yet
another home to arson. Unfortunately,
this means that we can no longer use
this home to house someone or a family
who is in desperate need. Over the past
6 years, 18 homes have been lost or
damaged by deliberately lit fires in
Clarence Plains.
It is evident from over 70 shared
Crimestoppers posts relating to the
recent fire at 4 Bradman Street that
the community do not want to put up
with this anymore. Please keep up the
great work by reporting what you
know. You can contact Crimestoppers
directly on 1800 333 000 or go online
at www.crimestopperstas.com.au.

As we move in to the Easter period and
school holidays please remain on the
look-out around your neighbourhood
for anything you see or hear that
seems suspicious. Crime like this costs
everyone in Clarence Plains in some
way. The more money we have to invest
in repairing deliberately damaged
properties or even re-building means
we have less money to spend on the
community doing the things you would
like to see happen.
I would also like to take this
opportunity to congratulate Loraine
Reilly who has been appointed to the
role of Senior Housing Officer. A
familiar face around Clarence Plains
since 2016, Loraine brings a wealth
of housing management and support
experience to her new role,
as well as a strong understanding
of the Tasmanian housing context and
our vision for the future.
Wishing you all a safe and happy
Easter with family and friends.
All the best,

Chris Bratchford
Executive, Mission Australia Housing

Homegrown
Local resident, Trish, recently
had a HOME-GROWN garden
installed at her place and this is
what she had to say:

“I had been thinking about
growing my own vegies and
someone told me about the
Mission Australia Housing
HOME-GROWN program so
I put an application in and
was approved to have a small
raised garden bed set up in
my backyard. I only have
a small backyard and so
measurements were taken
to make sure I got the right
size garden bed installed
and the gardener talked with
me about how I wanted it to
look and where was the best
place to put it. I also needed
to make sure the garden bed
was medium height so the dog
wouldn’t go jumping in there
and dig it all up. I’m so happy
with the garden now that
it’s in. It’s really easy to look
after and when the current
veggies are all finished I can
just turn the soil and re-plant.
So far the garden is really
full with thyme, leeks, kale,
lettuce, cherry tomatoes
and spring onions. I’m really
looking forward to growing
more veggies in winter like
cauliflowers, cabbage and
carrots, I’d actually really love
another garden it’s been so
good. It helps me save money
because it’s cheaper to grow
your own veggies and herbs,
and they taste so much better
when you grow them yourself.”
Want to grow your own fresh
produce? Talk to Kathryn at
Mission Australia Housing
about HOMEGROWN – you may
be eligible!

Conversations with the growers
and crafters
Left over homegrown fruit,
vegetables, or
herbs? Or just feel
like socialising?
Why not hold a stall at the Growers
and Crafters Market – a community
led initiative that takes place at the
Clarendon Vale Neighbourhood Centre
and coming soon to Rokeby. We
talked to a few members of the Market
Organising Committee, Sue, Mel and
Marie to find out what it’s been like to
organise a market…

How did the idea to run a local
market come about?
Marie: We’ve been talking about a
market for 3-4 years now, because so
many people had fresh produce they
couldn’t use – the market was originally
going to be a fresh produce swap market,
but evolved to include craft also.
Mel: The idea formed when the GROW
garden committee started talking
about how well the garden was going
and we were talking about making
homemade produce such as jams to sell
at the Clarence Plains Harvest Festival
and from there the idea of setting up a
local market seemed like the next step.

How did you form
the committee?
Mel: Most of the members from the
GROW Garden Committee decided to
just say yes and give it a go.

What steps did the committee
take – how did you go about
making it happen?
Mel: Lots of planning and thinking
about where to hold the market, how to
advertise, how to attract stallholders,
what would we sell, making a Facebook
page and coming up with a process so
people could apply to have a stall. There
were lots of things to think about at the
very beginning.
Sue: Andrew from Mission Australia
Housing was a real help and used his
contacts to help us make it happen, and
after a few meetings we felt we were
ready to go.

Marie: I was surprised by the amount
of work and different components that
make up a market such as stall planning
and advertising.

What were the learnings
along the way?
Mel: We are still learning and it’s going
to take a few markets to really find out
what worked and how we can improve.
We are learning how much stock and
produce is needed at each market,
learning and understanding what people
want and when they want it and how
to keep promoting the event so more
people know about it. For the first
market we just had to wait and see how
it went, see how many people turned
up, see what people were buying and
selling, listening to what people said
they wanted. By the second market the
committee thought that more people
attended and there was more buying
and more selling which was positive.
Sue: One of the stall holders was really
helpful and had done lots of markets
before and gave us some great ideas,
especially around the timing of the
markets and what days might be best to
hold the market

How can others get involved?
Mel: Contact us on the Facebook page,
we really want to hear from you and get
ideas on what you want to see at a local
market. Come to a committee meeting,
we really want to hear from you because
the more people we talk to, the more we
can learn about what people want. We
also would love to hear from new stall
holders so we can continue to provide
variety at the market and people can
come along and see new and different
stalls. The committee have enjoyed
doing this and the kids seem to love it.

Marie: Get in touch with any of the
committee members or find us on
Facebook (Clarence Plains Growers &
Crafters Market). Even if people have
produce and they can’t stay to sell it, we
can try to work out a way to sell it for them.
Sue: Just come along and have a look,
the majority of the stall holders are
local which is great but we still want
others to get involved, we would love to
have more fresh produce at the market
for people to swap or sell.

What’s the feedback so far –
from the committee, from the
stallholders, from the visitors?
Mel: Feedback has been pretty good.
Word of mouth seems to be working
to let people know the market is
happening. Lots of people at the start
said they didn’t know about it so we
need to get the word out and learn
how to do that best, but people have
been popping into the Neighbourhood
Centre and asking about the market.
Some builders working in the area have
popped into the market to grab a hot
dog so Michael’s hot dog stand has been
a hit getting people to come over and
have a look.
Marie: Pretty positive from people
that had a stall, people involved are
hoping that it will “take off”. A couple of
visitors commented that there weren’t
more vegetables.
Sue: Really good feedback so far. We
would love the market to grow and we
still need to find out the best way to
let people know about it so they can
come along.
If you would like to have a stall or for
more information like us on Facebook:
Clarence Plains Growers
& Crafters market.

Christmas holiday fun
A visit from Santa in Clarendon Vale and Rokeby

The community and the sun
turned out to see Santa who
visited the Clarendon Vale
and Rokeby Neighbourhood
Centres for the Rokeby
Volunteer Fire Brigade’s
annual Santa visit over the
Christmas school holidays.
It was fantastic to see so many
people out and about, the play
equipment fully occupied,
people chatting to each other,
young ones on their scooters
and many people walking to
and from the event.

“I just wish to pass on my appreciation
on behalf of Rokeby Volunteer Fire
Brigade. Thanks to our two partners
this year Mission Australia Housing
and Workskills in ensuring the event
went ahead, without their support we
wouldn’t have been able to get the
event off the ground. Thanks also to
Youth Beat, the two Neighbourhood
Centres and all the volunteers who
assisted with the BBQ’s on the day.”
– Hayden Williams, First Officer,
Rokeby Volunteer Fire Brigade.
The fire brigade is pleased to report
that this year has been quieter with
fewer emergency incidents attended
to by the fire brigade than in previous
years. Fire prevention is extremely

Meet Tricia Gleeson
(aka Trish) – Mission
Australia Housing’s
new Partnerships and
Support Coordinator

What is your favourite summer
activity? BBQ – hanging out with
friends, enjoying the company,
food and sun shine!
How do you stay healthy?
I practice yoga three to four times
a week. I love yoga...You can do
it anywhere! There is a style for
whatever is going on with your body
and/or head! You can do it on your
own! You can do it with friends!
And best of all it makes me happy,
relaxed and easier to work with!

important for any community, not only
do deliberately lit fires impact on the
lives of the volunteer’s that attend,
they impact on the community. Thanks
for doing your part by reporting
suspicious behaviour and information
relating to fire lighting to police – keep
it up. Tasmania Fire Service also offer
the Juvenile Fire Lighter Intervention
Program (JFLIP) a free, confidential
service to help families deal with child
fire lighting behaviour. You can contact
JFLIP at communityed@fire.tas.gov.
au for advice or assistance.

Who is your greatest inspiration?
Mahatmas Gandhi, who said
‘The future depends on what you
do today’.
When I dance, I look like?
Totally awesome of course!!
What is your favourite TV show?
Buffy the Vampire Slayer – but if
you tell anyone, I’ll deny it!
What is the wisest thing anyone
ever told you? I spent some time
studying in a Tibetan University
in Sarnath India – the wisest thing
I was told came from one of the
monks ‘why worry? It won’t help!’….
turns out he was right!
What is one food you wouldn’t want
to give up? Banana’s – I just really
like them – they have their own case
and they taste really, really good!
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