Rubbish
Management

What a waste!

What can you do?

We send more and more rubbish
‘away’ to landfill every year.
Everything ends up somewhere
and we are all responsible.

Instead of putting it in the first bin you see
or near the bin and hoping for the best, have
a look at our tips for Refusing, Reducing,
Reusing and Recycling.

Newspapers and magazines: These should
go in your yellow lid recycling bin
Paints and poisons: Find out how to
dispose of hazardous waste through your
Local Council

Red lid rubbish bin
Throwing stuff away is not just a case of
‘out of sight, out of mind’. Most of the stuff
that we throw away takes quite a while to
decompose. In fact, some of the stuff that we
throw away will be around for much longer
than any of us.

More waste facts
1.

Every year the average Australian family
produces enough rubbish to fill a threebedroom house, producing about 2.25 kg
of waste each per day.

Have a look at how long the ‘rubbish’ on the
list below will be around for before it has fully
decomposed:

2.

Worldwide, nearly 3 millions tonnes of
plastic are used to bottle water every
year.

* Paper - 2.5 months

3.

Aussies throw out $8 billion of edible food
every year. Australia wastes 4 million
tonnes of food each year. This equates to
523kg per household, which is the same
weight as just over 5 average size fridges!

* Orange Peel - 6 months
* Milk Carton - 5 years
* Cigarette Butt - 10-12 years

4.

* Plastic bag - 10-20 years
* Disposable nappy - 75 years
* Tin can - 100 years
* Beer can - 200-500 years
* Storyfoam - Never
* Glass bottles and jars - Never

5.

Australians produce an estimated
140,000 tonnes of e-waste each year but
only about 4% is recycled.
Australia is one of the highest producers
of waste per head of population in the
world. In 1999, Australia ranked second,
behind the USA, in terms of domestic
waste generation.

Residential rubbish
collection
Did you know? 40% of waste in
an average garbage bin is food
waste and 17% is recyclable material.

Recyclable plastic containers: These
should go in your yellow lid recycling bin

How should I present my bin for
collection?
Do not overfill your bin
Ensure the bin lid is closed to avoid spills

What can go in red lid rubbish bins?
Your red lid bin is for all household rubbish that
can’t be recycled in your recycling bin (yellow
lid).

What cannot go in red lid rubbish bins?
Building materials: Find out how to
dispose of building waste through your
local council.
Car parts: Visit Planet Ark’s Recycling
Near You for options to recycle car parts
Garden waste: This should go in your green
lid garden organics bin
Glass bottles and jars: These should go in
your yellow lid recycling bin
Medical waste: Find out how to dispose of
medical waste through your Local Council
Milk and juice cartons: These should go in
your yellow lid recycling bin

For tenants who need to move their own
bins for collection to help your bin collection
run smoothly and enable drivers to pick up,
and empty and replace your bins safely, it is
important to:

•

Put bins on the kerb the night before or by
5.30am on the collection day

•

Position the bin with the handles facing your
residence

•

Leave at least a 30cm gap between your bins

•

Leave at least one metre between your bin
and any obstructions (such as trees, cars or
poles)

Bins should be returned to your property as
soon as possible and not left on the kerb or on
the road after collection. Bins that are placed on
the road pose a risk for drivers and pedestrians
and disrupt traffic.

Needles and syringes: Dispose of sharps
through your Local Council
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Yellow lid recycling bin
Paper, cardboard, plastics,
bottles and cans
Recycling helps preserve scarce
resources and reduces the amount
of waste going to landfill.

Did you know? Materials collected
from your 240 litre yellow lid recycling
bins are used to make new products
such as bottles, paper, car parts, street
furniture, fleecy jackets and more!

What can go in my yellow lid recycling bin?
Paper and cardboard
Aluminium, steel and aerosol cans
Plastic bottles, tubs and containers
Milk and juice cartons
Glass bottles and jars
For a list of accepted items see Planet Ark’s
Recycling Near You
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What cannot go in my yellow lid recycling bin?
The following items should not be placed in your
yellow lid recycling bin:
Building materials: Find out how to dispose
of building waste through your Local Council
Car parts: Visit Planet Ark’s Recycling Near
You for options to recycle car parts
Garden waste: This should go in your green
lid garden organics bin
Household waste: This should go in your red
lid rubbish bin

Plastic bags are not acceptable in the recycling
bin because they jam and cause breakdowns to
recycling machinery.

•

Composting vegetable and fruit scraps,
garden clippings, shredded newspaper and
other organic materials

Please note: In some local government areas
if any of the items above are found in your bin,
your bin will be considered contaminated. It may
result in your bin not being collected until the
contamination has been removed.

•

Starting a worm farm to turn vegetable and
fruit scraps into rich plant food

•

Donating unwanted items to not-for-profit
organisations like Mission Australia Op
Shops, The Red Cross or St Vincent de Paul.

•

Taking your extra recyclable materials to the
a Recycling Centre in your area

How can I reduce my rubbish and
recycling?
We all know that the less we put in our bins the
better. You can reduce the amount of rubbish
going into landfill by:

•

Buying products with little or no packaging

Medical waste: Find out how to dispose of
medical waste through your Local Council

•

Buying items in recyclable packaging such as
paper and cardboard

Needles and syringes: Find out how to
dispose of sharps through your Local Council

•

Choosing products that come in refillable or
reusable packs

•

Choosing goods that are reusable,
rechargeable or recyclable rather than
disposable

•

Using your own shopping bags at the
supermarket

Paints and poisons: Find out how to dispose
of Hazardous waste through your Local
Council
Plastic bags and soft plastic packaging:
Find out how to recycle plastic bags and soft
plastic packaging through your Local Council

Green lid garden
organics bin
Grass clippings, leaves and
tree prunings
Did you know? Up to 60% of the
household waste we throw away
each week is food and garden organics.
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Household clean-ups

Getting ready for your household
clean-up

Getting rid of the big stuff
Local Councils understand that you might have
large items for removal that won’t fit in your
regular bins.
You can book a household clean-up through
your Local Council who will give specific times
for your large items to be placed on the street
for collection.

What can go in my green lid organics
bin?

Car parts: Visit Planet Ark’s Recycling
Near You for options to recycle car parts

Your green lid garden organics bin is for
materials such as:

Glass bottles and jars: These should go in
your yellow lid recycling bin

Waste left on the street outside of your
collection times (or on public land at any time) is
deemed illegal dumping and may lead to a heavy
fine.

Household waste: This should go in your
red lid rubbish bin

Grass clippings
Flowers
Leaves
Shrubs and prunings
Small branches

Weeds

Put items on the kerb the day before the
assigned collection day

•

Separate stacks into metal and non-metal

•

Make sure you don’t exceed the maximum
volume of one cubic metre

•

Stack items neatly and safely

•

Put small items into bags or boxes

•

Only empty paint tins will be collected

•

Remove doors from refrigerators and all
other appliances.

Accepted items

Non-accepted items

Furniture

Building waste e.g. bricks, tiles, sand, timber, etc.

Milk and juice cartons: These should go in
your yellow lid recycling bin

White goods

Garden organics or tree logs

Appliances

Dangerous material
e.g. flammable material, paints, gas bottles or empty drums

Mattresses

Car parts or motor oils

Empty paint tins

Liquids in drums or other containers

E-waste

Business or commercial waste

What cannot go in my green lids organic
bin?

Newspapers and magazines: These should
go in your yellow lid recycling bin

The following items should not be placed in your
green lid garden organics bin:

Paints and poisons: Find out how to
dispose of Hazardous waste through your
Local Council

Building materials: Find out how to
dispose of building waste through your
Local Council

•

Medical waste: Find out how to dispose of
Medical waste through your Local Council

Needles and syringes: Find out how to
dispose of sharps through your Local
Council

Twigs

To help your household clean-up collection run
smoothly and to enable drivers to remove your
items safely, it’s important to:

Recyclable plastic containers: These
should go in your yellow lid recycling bin

For more information or to report rubbish or recycling problems call your Local Council office.

Your rights and responsibilities as a tenant for rubbish
To ensure a happy and healthy housing community and even happier neighbours you must regularly
remove rubbish and unwanted items from your property. These must be placed in designated bins or
contact your Local Council office to organise a pick up for larger items.

Dumping of rubbish will not be tolerated at any Mission Australia Housing
complexes.
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Keeping Rubbish Bay Areas Tidy
To make sure rubbish bay areas remain happy, healthy and safe,
DO NOT:
Overload bins
Dump household goods
DO:
Put the right things in the right bins
Report to Mission Australia Housing if bins or bin bays need cleaning

Contact us
Mission Australia Housing
1800 269 672
maintenance@missionaustralia.com.au
missionaustralia.com.au/housing

Mission Australia Housing has used reasonable endeavours to ensure
that material in this document was correct at the time of printing.
As details are subject to ongoing change, please contact your local
Mission Australia Housing office for current information. Printed 2017.
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